High School Policy Update
Incoming freshmen in 2008-2009 will be enrolled in the LA Core 4 Curriculum. After two years, students may choose to opt-out of the LA Core 4 curriculum.  However, students choosing to opt out must still complete a fourth math requirement to graduate.  Thus, the required number of credits for graduation has increased from 23 to 24 with the additional math requirement.  
After finishing two years of high school, a student may request an exemption from completing the LA Core 4 Curriculum.  The student and his/her parent or guardian must meet with the student’s counselor or advisor to discuss the student’s options. To receive the exemption, both the student and parent(s) must sign a form acknowledging that one of the consequences of not completing the LA Core 4 Curriculum may be ineligibility to enroll in a Louisiana 4-year college.  The principal signifies approval of the request with his/her signature. 
The requirements and policy changes for each content area are described below.

English
LA Core 4 Curriculum – 4 credits:  English I, II, III, and IV
Core Curriculum (for students who opt out of LA Core 4) – 4 credits:  English I, II, III, and either IV or Senior Applications in English
New Course - Senior Applications in English

A new course, Senior Applications in English, will replace Business English.  The new course is more rigorous and relevant, as mandated by High School Redesign, as it prepares students for real world experiences. This curriculum focuses on career preparation with topics such as career choice and training, work ethics, conflict resolution in the work place, directing work life to achieve life goals—financial planning, time management, maintaining relationships, life-long learning, community service, and networking. In addition, word processing skills will be honed as students write an assortment of reports and essays.  Students enrolled in this curriculum will also learn about other topics such as organizational skills, goal setting, values, effective habits, self-identity, survival, life lessons, citizenship, relationships (personal and community), life changes, and interviewing skills, to name a few.  Students will explore these topics through a variety of texts, including Sean Covey’s The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens; traditional literature—short stories, poetry, and excerpts of drama; non-fiction—public documents, reports and essays.  Senior Applications in English will require students to read, comprehend, interpret, and analyze literature, to demonstrate their personal connection and significance to the text, and to experience the universal qualities of literature.  Students will also develop vocabulary and language skills, both oral and written.   In addition, they will make oral and visual presentations and practice job interviewing skills and writing résumés.   Overall, the course will prepare students for making decisions that will shape their lives.  This new curriculum will be one that will both challenge and excite students as they prepare for the future in their communities.
A curriculum for this course is being developed and will be available by May 1, 2008.
Policy change – Students who have failed an English course can now repeat the course at the same time they are taking the next level of English.

Mathematics
LA Core 4 Curriculum – 4 credits:

· Algebra I or Algebra I-Pt. 2

· Geometry

· Algebra II

· Remaining unit shall come from the following:  Financial Math, Senior Applications in Math, Advanced Math I, Advanced Math II, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Probability and Statistics, Discrete Math, or a locally-initiated elective approved by BESE as a math substitute.
Note:  For students completing the LA Core 4 Curriculum who take Algebra I-Part 1 and Algebra I-Part 2, Algebra I-Part 1 counts as an elective course.  These students will need to take two math courses in one year to meet the math requirement.  Students can accomplish this by taking Geometry and Algebra II at the same time or by taking Financial Math with another math course.

Core Curriculum (for students who opt out of LA Core 4) – 4 credits:

· Algebra I (1 unit) or Algebra I-Pt1 and Algebra I-Pt 2 (2 units)
· Geometry

· Remaining unit(s) shall come from the following:   Algebra II, Financial Math, Advanced Math I, Senior Applications in Math, Advanced Math II, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Probability and Statistics, Discrete Math, or a locally-initiated elective approved by BESE as a math substitute.

Note:  Below are two ways students can meet the Core Curriculum math requirement:

	Algebra I-Part 1

Algebra I-Part 2

Geometry

Financial Math
	Algebra I

Geometry

Financial Math

Senior Applications in Math


New Course - Senior Applications in Math

This course is recommended for seniors choosing not to pursue Algebra II or for juniors who may need extra work in math before taking Algebra II.  All units involve real-world applications in areas such as construction, automotive technology, agriculture, finance, engineering, and health-related service industries.  Topics covered in the course include ratio and proportion; probability; statistics; spatial visualization; linear functions; step, piece-wise, and absolute value functions; quadratic functions and exponential functions.
A curriculum for this course is being developed and will be available by May 1, 2008.
Science
LA Core 4 Curriculum – 4 credits:

· Biology

· Chemistry

· 2 units from the following:  Physical Science, Integrated Science, Physics I, Physics of Technology I, Aerospace Science, Biology II, Chemistry II, Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physics II, Physics of Technology II, Agriscience II, Anatomy and Physiology, or a locally initiated elective approved by BESE as a science substitute.*

Note:  A student completing a Career and Technical Area of Concentration may substitute a BESE/Board of Regents approved IBC-related course from within the student’s Area of Concentration for the fourth required science.

Core Curriculum (for students who opt out of LA Core 4) – 3 credits:

· Biology

· 1 unit from physical science cluster:  Physical Science, Integrated Science, Chemistry I, Physics I, or Physics of Technology I

· 1 unit from:  Aerospace Science, Biology II, Chemistry II, Earth Science, Environmental Science, Physics II, Physics of Technology II, Agriscience II, Anatomy and Physiology, an additional course from the physical Science cluster, or a locally initiated elective approved by BESE as a science substitute.
New Course:  Anatomy and Physiology

Social Studies
LA Core 4 Curriculum – 4 credits:
· ½ unit of Civics or AP American Government

· ½ unit of Free Enterprise.

· American History

· 1 unit from the following:  World History, World Geography, Western Civilization, or AP European History

· 1 unit from World History, World Geography, Western Civilization, AP European History, Law Studies, Psychology, Sociology, or African American Studies

Note:  A student completing a Career and Technical Area of Concentration may substitute a BESE/Board of Regents approved IBC-related course from within the student’s Area of Concentration for the fourth required social studies.  The fourth credit in social studies may be a combination of ½ credit in two different courses; for example, ½ credit in Psychology and ½ credit in Sociology.
Core Curriculum (for students who opt out of LA Core 4) – 3 credits:

· American History

· ½  unit of Civics or AP American Government

· ½ unit of Free Enterprise.

1 unit from:  World History, Western Civilization, World Geography, or AP European History
New Course:  African American Studies

Health Education – ½ credit

Physical Education – 1½ credits

Foreign Language
LA Core 4 Curriculum – 2 credits:

2 units in the same foreign language or 2 Speech courses

Arts
LA Core 4 Curriculum – 1 credit:

1 unit of Fine Arts Survey or 1 unit of Art, Dance, Music, Theatre Arts, or Applied Arts.

Note:  A student completing a Career and Technical Area of Concentration may substitute a BESE/Board of Regents approved IBC-related course from within the student’s Area of Concentration for the art credit.
Electives
LA Core 4 Curriculum – 3 credits

Core Curriculum (for students who opt out of LA Core 4) – 8 credits

TOTAL:  24 credits

Diploma Endorsement Policy Changes
Career Technical Endorsement
2007-2008

Instead of completing the 90 hours of work-based learning, a student may complete a Senior Project related to the student’s area of concentration.
2008-2009

Students must score 20 on the ACT or the state average (whichever is higher) or achieve the Silver Level on the WorkKeys Assessment.

2009-2010

Students must pass all four components of the GEE with a score of Basic or above, or one of the following combinations with the ELA score at Basic or above:

· 1 Approaching Basic, 1 Mastery or Advanced, Basic or above in the remaining two

· 2 Approaching Basic, 2 Mastery or above
2011-2012
Students shall meet the course requirements for the LA Core 4 Curriculum.

Academic Endorsement
2007-2008

The new TOPS Core Curriculum for an additional math or science replaces the Academic Endorsement requirement of an additional math, science or social studies.

2011-2012
Students shall complete the LA Core 4 Curriculum with the following exceptions:

· The fourth math requirement must be one of the following:  Advanced Math I, Advanced Math II, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Probability and Statistics, or Discrete Math.
· One advanced science is required from the following:  Biology II, Chemistry II, Physics, or Physics II

· Two units of foreign language in the same language are required. 

Credit Recovery Policy
Proficiency Exam Policy Change
Students who have previously taken and failed a course can now earn credit by passing a proficiency exam.  The results of the proficiency exam are recorded on the student’s transcript as Pass (P) or Fail (F).  This may be an option for students who have mastered the content of a course but failed due to excessive absences.

Recovering Instructional Time
Additional instructional time can be provided for students who have excessive absences or who are in danger of failing a course after regular school hours.  The make-up sessions must be completed before the end of the current semester, and all other policies must be met.

Credit Recovery Programs

The new credit recovery policy allows districts to develop credit recovery programs that are self-paced and competency-based.  To earn credit through a credit recovery program, students must have previously failed the course.  The students must meet the instructional time requirement through the combination of the previous course and the credit recovery course.  Computer-based programs may be used if they are provided in a classroom setting with a secondary certified teacher facilitating the class.  All courses must be aligned with state content standards and Grade-Level Expectations.  A teacher certified in the content area must provide instruction for content not covered by the computer-based programs.
One of the following criteria must be met for students to receive credit for a credit recovery course:
· The student successfully completes the course requirements for a computer-based credit recovery program approved by the DOE;

· The student passes a final exam approved by the DOE.

The Department will develop a process for approving the computer-based credit recovery programs.  For the 2007-2008 school year, all districts with credit recovery programs should submit proficiency exams for approval.  The following recommendations should facilitate the approval process for the proficiency exams:
· Exams must be aligned to Grade-Level Expectations if applicable, and the GLE for each test item must be identified.
· Approximately 20% of the exam should be open response.

· The e-mail address and phone number of the contact person for each exam must be included  This will facilitate the process for revisions to the exam, if needed.

· An answer key and the passing score for each exam must be included.
· The exams should be submitted two weeks before the date of administration.  The time for approval will depend on revisions needed.

Exams should be submitted to Nancy Beben, Supervisor of Middle and Secondary Standards.

